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We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the Lord has 
laid on him the iniquity of us all.      Isaiah 53:6 (NIV) 
 
PROBLEM 
1. I HAVE GONE ASTRAY 
 
All of us, like sheep, have strayed away. We have left God’s paths to follow our own. Yet the 
Lord laid on him the sins of us all.      Isaiah 53:6 (NLT) 
 
SOLUTION 
2. JESUS TOOK AWAY MY SIN 
 
…Yet the Lord laid on him the sins of us all.     Isaiah 53:6 (NLT) 
 
This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to 
take away our sins.        I John 4:10 (NLT) 
 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of 
the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. John 1:14 (NIV)  
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Happy Easter from our family to yours. We are so glad that you're here today. 
Welcome to Edge Church. We're going to have a fantastic time and I hope that 
you have a fantastic day today as we think about Him and as we reflect on the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. I hope that never gets old to you. The resurrection 
of Jesus, it is a pretty awesome thing. 
 
There's an old saying that says this, ‘offense sells tickets but, defense wins 
championships.’ Somebody needs a little more coffee. Offense sells tickets and 
defense wins championships. I'm a little more of an offensive guy. I would 
rather score some points than stop somebody else from scoring points. The 
truth is if you're going to have a winning team you have to play offense and 
defense. Both are important. If you think about it, if you just score a lot of 
points but you give up a lot of points then your team is not going to win very 
many games. 
 
The opposite is true. If you stop the other team over and over and over but 
you can't score, your team won't win. These concepts, offense and defense, 
they have to go together. What's more important? Both. You need offense, 
you need defense. They're the dynamic duo. They really are. 
 
Today I want to talk to you about the dynamic duo of the Christian faith. It's 
two things that go together, kind of like the right leg and the left leg. If I said to 
you, "Which leg is most important," I hope that you would say, "Both." I need 
my left leg and I need my right leg. 
 
The concepts today of love and justice are like the right leg and the left leg of 
the Christian faith. In fact, you can't understand the resurrection of Christ if 
you don't understand these two things, love and justice. For years and years 
and years people have tried to say, "I'm more of a love guy," or, "I'm more of a 
justice guy." We've tried to put ourselves on one side of the equation but in 
reality these two things go together. They go together in such a profound and 
wonderful way. The death of Jesus was the justice of God but it was also the 
love of God. If we begin to subtract one of those things from the equation we 
will constantly be confused about why Jesus was crucified and why He rose 
again on the third day. 
 
I want you to open your bibles today to the 53rd chapter of Isaiah. We're going 
to be looking at an Old Testament passage, Isaiah 53, that tells us some 
amazing things really about the purpose of the crucifixion and resurrection of 
Jesus. I'll tell you why this message is so important today is because, the most 
significant decision a person will ever make is the decision that they make to 
follow God or to not follow God, to follow Jesus or to refuse to follow Jesus. In 
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this passage we find some really amazing truths that help us to understand the 
life, the ministry, the death, and the resurrection of Jesus Christ. It really is the 
foundation of the Christian faith. In fact, if we don't have an empty tomb, if 
Jesus has not risen from the grave, then the Christian faith is null and void. It 
means nothing. 
 
For the Christian, the resurrection of Christ has everything to do with being 
connected to God and following his leadership in our lives. Let's look today at 
Isaiah 53, verse 6. Look at this, "We all, like sheep, have gone astray. Each one 
of us has turned to our own way and the Lord has laid upon him the iniquity of 
us all." We have a huge problem the Bible tells us first of all. The problem is we 
have all gone astray. We've all gone astray. The Bible calls this problem the 
problem of sin. 
 
PROBLEM 
1. I HAVE GONE ASTRAY 
 
You know what sin is? Sin is when we go our own direction. It's when we do 
our own thing. It's when we refuse to go God's direction. We all struggle with 
this. I've got sin, you've got some sin. If you think you're sinless and you're 
married, ask your spouse on the way home if you've ever sinned. That's the 
truth. We've all got some sin in our lives. We've all got a struggle here. We've 
got a problem. God is a holy God. We are sinful people. We have this desire to 
go our own way, do our own thing. It brings a division between us and God. 
That's a problem. Look at it again. 
 
All of us like sheep have strayed away. We have all strayed away. You ought to 
underline the word all because that means all of us, every single one of us. 
Because our sin is such a huge problem God had to find an amazing solution. 
You may wonder, "Why did Jesus need to die on the cross? Why did God's son 
have to die on the cross? Why couldn't somebody else have done it?" Because 
he was bearing the sin of all humanity. This was a tall order. Nobody else was 
up to the task except Jesus. God had to send his very own son, the second 
person of the trinity, the son of God. God had to send him to die on the cross 
because he was carrying the massive weight of sin. 
 
I will tell you this, if Jesus would've died only for my sins he would've had a 
heavy burden. The Bible tells us he died for all of sins. Because of that he had 
to send his first and best, his one and only, Jesus Christ to die on the cross. 
Isaiah 53 was actually written 700 years before Jesus came onto the scene. 
This is what we call in the Bible a word of prophecy. It means afore coming or 
afore telling of something that is forthcoming. 
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The prophet is saying, "There's a savior that's going to come and one day he's 
going to bear the sins of all humanity because we got a huge problem. We 
have a huge problem." I love this metaphor, this image here. It says, "We all 
like sheep." Isn't it interesting that the Bible compares us to sheep? Maybe 
you've never thought of yourself in that regard. I love to use the word sheeple 
because people are like sheep. We all like sheeple have gone astray. We all 
have these sheepesk tendencies and sheep we know are perpetual wanderers. 
 
The Bible has actually a lot to say about sheep. Jesus said in Luke 15, he told a 
story of the parable of one lost sheep. The 23rd psalm, the Bible gives us a 
psalm about how we're the sheep and God is the shepherd. The Bible loves this 
image of a sheep and a person. It's amazing how they go together. We have a 
lot of things in common. One of those things is wandering. We all have this 
desire to wander but we're like the sheep. The sheep wander. 
 
I don't know if you've ever grown up on a farm, if you've ever been around 
sheep before. I'm kind of new to the sheep family, but I've been learning a 
little bit about sheep recently. Sheep wander and wander and wander and it's 
amazing. The sheep can have a nice warm place to live, lots of food, lots of 
water, can have a loving shepherd that's taking care of them, and guess what? 
That sheep is still going to wander and wander and wander and wander. Just 
can't help it. That's just part of the nature of the sheep is to go his own 
direction. 
 
I believe that cats are a lot more sophisticated than sheep. Growing up as a kid 
I had a cat named Moetta. We thought Moetta was actually a male and then 
we found out to our surprise later she was a female, so we added etta onto the 
end, so Moetta. Moetta was a street smart cat. She was alive from the time I 
was in the 2nd grade when we had her till after I graduated college. That's a 
long time for a cat to live. 
 
Moetta would roam the neighborhood but when she got tired or thirsty or she 
wanted some Tender Vittles she would jump into my window seal outside of 
my bedroom, and she would meow. That was kind of the signal, let me in. She 
would come in and she would take comfort and relax. She always came back, 
but you know what? Sheep are not like that. When the sheep begin to wander, 
they wander and they wander and they wander because they don't have good 
sense. 
 
The truth is we have a wandering spirit. Sometimes we want to follow God, we 
start to follow God, but we get distracted. We're going this direction, we're in 
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God's paths and God's ways, but oh my goodness, something else looks so 
good and we begin to wander and wander and wander. 
 
I believe one of the greatest wanderers today in the 21st century is a 
preschooler. How many have ever been around a wandering preschooler 
before? I didn't understand why they put leashes on kids until I had some. I 
used to think, "That is so cruel," and then I had two preschoolers and I was like, 
"That is genius." We had this really cool backpack, monkey backpack with a 
strap on it we used to put on my little girl. She thought it was really cool. She 
didn't know what we were doing. We were strapping her down, baby. 
 
You could say this in Isaiah 53, we all like preschoolers have gone astray. We 
have all wandered off. We have all gone our own way. We've done our own 
thing. I used to think that those straps on a little stroller were for safety. If you 
had a accident with another stroller, like if you rear ended another stroller like 
your preschooler would be good. I started using the stroller and I realized no, it 
has nothing to do with safety. It has to do with keeping your kid strapped in. 
Kids running all over the place, running in parking lots, running in the mall, 
crazy. 
 
The Bible says, "We have a tendency to be like the sheep, to wander and to 
stray and to go our own way." That's why we need Jesus. That's why we need 
Him. We have this desire to go our own way and they also tell us that sheep 
are not only wanderers but sheep also move in packs. They stick together. One 
sheep gets out of the pen, all the rest will follow. Why did you guys do that? I 
was just following her. 
 
Isn't it amazing in the office how one negative person can begin to infect 
everybody around them? One of the greatest struggles that we have in 
following the Lord can be what are they going to say or what is she going to say 
about me or what is he going to say about this? We move in packs as well. 
We're kind of like the sheep. We got the sheeple tendencies. All you like sheep 
have gone astray. 
 
They also say that sheep are not very intelligent, stupid in fact. We had a sheep 
up here at the church a few months ago. Some of you were here. I preached 
the 23rd psalm, the Lord is my shepherd and I had a sheep week one. I called 
this lady in Eastern Colorado and I said, "I need to borrow your sheep." She 
said, "I would love to bring my sheep to church but you need to know one 
thing. Sheep are not housebroken." She said, "I tried and tried and tried and I 
didn't believe what everybody else said, but it didn't work so well." Sometimes 
Miss Piggy has a blowout. You just need to be prepared, Miss Piggy. 
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Miss Piggy's a 160 pound sheep. We had Miss Piggy up here at the church 
before services getting her acclimated to everything. We took her out in the 
yard before the first service. She came in, she did great. She was like, "Maa." It 
was awesome. People were like, "I heard from God. It was amazing." We took 
her out back to her little pasture behind the church before the second service. 
She relieved herself before she came in. Everybody felt great about that. Oh 
my goodness, right when we got her in the hallway, guess what? A major 
eruption took place all over the church. It was awful. I'm so glad that we don't 
have carpet on these floors. We'd all be in trouble. 
 
I thought, "What a stupid animal. You were just outside. Do you not have 
enough self-control to just wait 10 more minutes till we bring you up on the 
stage and then take you out back?" Sheep are not smart. They are not 
intelligent animals. In fact, they're the only animal that I can think of that has a 
specific profession that is designated to their care. That's how innocent they 
are. Sheep need authority and guidance because they're not that smart. 
 
We need authority and guidance. We love to go our own way but we also love 
to hear a word from God and to follow Him as well. The scripture says, "We all 
like sheeple have gone astray. We've all gone our own way. We've all done our 
own thing." This is a huge problem. The Bible says, "What is the remedy for 
that?" The remedy is the good shepherd, Jesus. Jesus referred to himself as the 
good shepherd. You notice in verse six if you go back again to Isaiah 53, the 
scripture says, "Yet the Lord laid on Him the sins of us all." That's the solution. 
 
The problem is I have junk in my life. The solution is God laid upon Him the 
iniquities of us all. That's the solution. Jesus took away my sin.  
 
SOLUTION 
2. JESUS TOOK AWAY MY SIN 
 
He was a substitute in other words. Jesus was a substitute. I mean, he stood in 
our place. Jesus was the substitute. He was the righteous that stood in the 
place of the unrighteous. He was the loving shepherd who took the place of 
the lost sheep. He was the exalted king that stood in the place of rebel 
subjects. He was the substitute.  
 
There's a divine transaction that happens in heaven the moment that we 
believe in the name of Jesus is the moment that our name moves out of the 
guilty column into the innocent column, not because of what we have done, 
but because God has laid upon him the iniquities of us all. He's a substitute. 
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He's a solution. God had to send his own, his first, and his best, Jesus Christ, to 
get us out of this problem called our own sin. That's why 1 John 4:10 says, 
"This is real love, not that we have loved God but that God loved us and sent 
his son as a sacrifice to take away our sins." That's the story of the Bible right 
there. 
 
The Bible is not a handbook on how to be a better person. The Bible is God's 
love story of God redeeming humanity and putting us in a right relationship 
with him. That's what the Bible's about. That's why Jesus is so important today. 
That's why people today are still celebrating the resurrection of Jesus 2,000 
years ago, church, because it's that good, it's that amazing, it's that profound. 
Humanity is being made right with God through the person of Jesus. It was the 
love, it was the love. You can't understand the cross of Jesus, the resurrection, 
the story of Easter if it wasn't for love. 
 
That's why Jesus willingly went to the cross. Jesus did not fight everybody 
trying to crucify him. Jesus surrendered. He knew it was going to be painful and 
difficult, but he knew that he loved us and he wanted to put us in right 
standing with God. It was love. It was love. 
 
Have you ever done something for love that you would not have done 
otherwise? Anybody? Anybody ever done something foolish for love? If you 
haven't you've never been in love before. You did something that was 
irrational? Guys, you sold your Bronco's tickets so you could buy Taylor Swift 
concert tickets? It was love. It had to be love. 
 
We have these great friends that live in Texas. We go visit them sometimes. 
The entire house is multiple shades of pink, the whole house. It's like an 
estrogen fest when you go in. It's awesome. I call it 50 shades of pink, dark 
pink, light pink. There's foo-foo chandeliers and light blue as the accent colors. 
They had a Christmas tree that was pink with feather boas wrapped around it. 
It looked like Dennis Rodman had showed up. I mean it was something else. 
 
You can look at that and you can go, "How can somebody live in a house that is 
all pink?" It's love. This guy loves his wife. She's like, "Honey, paint that wall." 
He's like, "Yes I'd love to do that." He's painting away. It's love. When I walk 
into that house I'm like, "Oh, that had to be love." 
 
I knew I had fallen in love with my wife when I quit watching my James Bond 
movies because I was watching chick flicks with her. It wasn't rational, didn't 
make any sense. I knew it was love when I start making multiple trips to Ikea 
buying all kinds of furnishings and then trying to put them together with that 
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little tool. The instructions that don't have any words on it, I mean that is a 
beating, I'm telling you. I almost lost my Christian faith putting one piece of 
furniture together. It was crazy. It was love though. It was love.  
 
I saw Keith Urban on TV the other night. He had a big tattoo. It had Nicole on 
it. I thought, “I hope your marriage makes it longer than a lot of other 
marriages in Hollywood because you're dialed in. You can take your wedding 
ring off but you got the tattoo and everything like that." It was love. What 
would make somebody get the tattoo with the name of their lover? It was 
love, it was love, it was love. 
 
Love will lead us to do things we would not do under normal circumstances. 
You know what? It was love that lead Jesus to the cross. It was love that 
propelled Jesus to lay down his life to become a substitute, to become a 
sacrifice in order that you and I could be made right with God. It was love. If 
you don't understand love then it might not make any sense to you, but if 
you've ever been in love you understand that sometimes you do things that 
may not make sense on paper, they may not be easy to explain but it was 
because of love. 
 
Do we have any Hunger Game fans in the house today? Anybody love Hunger 
Games? How many of you read the books? You guys are like the die hards. 
Some people are like, "I read the book before I watched the movie." There's a 
epic scene, and if you've seen the movie you know what I'm talking about. If 
you haven't seen the movie I'll tell you. The Hunger Games are these 
competitions that go on, on an annual basis and each district, there's 12 
districts, and each district they do a lottery and they pick a name of a boy and a 
girl ages 12 to 18 that are contestants. They're called tributes, but they're 
contestants in a dual to the death and it's televised. All the people gather 
together every year and they pull the names out of the hat. 
 
In this particular instance Katniss Everdeen, the lead actress, the lead character 
of the story, is there with her family. When the name is pulled and announced 
it is Prim who is her 12-year-old little sister. Her 12-year-old sister is terrified. 
She knows that she's going to die. It was in that moments that Katniss, the 16-
year-old, the older sister said, "I will be a substitute. I will take her place. I will 
compete in the Hunger Games so that she does not have to." In doing so she 
saved her sister's life. 
 
That is a beautiful picture of the substitutionary work of Christ. Jesus stood in 
our place. Jesus took our place. He took the punishment that we deserved in 
order that we could have new life in him. He was a substitute and he was 
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driven. He was driven by love. That's why Romans 3:25 says it this way, "For 
God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sins. People are made right with God 
when they believe that Jesus sacrificed his life shedding his blood." 
 
That's our challenge is to call on the name of Jesus to believe in Jesus, to 
believe in him. I love this. It says, "People are made right with God when they 
believe that Jesus sacrificed his life." Unfortunately a lot of people are trying to 
be right with God in a host of other fashions and ways. 
 
I believe one of the greatest solutions that we come up with is the solution of 
moralism. Moralism simply is this, moralism says, "I'm going to earn the favor 
of God by being a really good person." I'm not going to scream and yell at my 
husband anymore. I'm going to be kind and nice. I'm not going to cut people 
off in traffic. I'm going to read some self help books and I'm going to be better. 
Moralist, ‘be better.’ 
 
Moralism is truth without grace. The outcome of that is frustration because we 
realize if we're honest with ourselves we can never be good enough. We are 
flawed. We still have this desire to go back to sin, to kind of go our own way. 
The Bible says, "Even all of our deeds are like filthy rags in the sight of God." 
 
I've talked to people before that have said, "Ryan, I used to be a Christian. I 
tried to be a Christian. That didn't work for me. I'm not a Christian anymore." 
Usually what that means is I tried to earn God's favor by being better and by 
working harder and I got frustrated along the way because I realized how 
inadequate that I was. Unfortunately, people that think that, got half of the 
equation right. The first part of it is I can't do this. That's exactly right. 
 
The outcome of that should lead us to see our need for Jesus Christ not to 
throw in the towel and give up on our faith. There's a huge difference, huge 
difference. Moralism. Moralism will lead to either pride, look at me and how 
great I am. I'm better than everybody else on my street. Look at my ethic and 
morals, or it will lead to frustration. I want to be better than I am but I can't, 
what it is. 
 
That's not the gospel. That's not the message of Easter. Other people, they 
don't subscribe to moralism. They believe in relativism. Just do whatever you 
want to do. There is no right, there is no wrong. What is right is for you, just 
whatever you choose to do, just be true to yourself. Just do what you want to 
do. 
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Relativism is grace without truth while moralism is truth without grace. You 
know what it leads to? It leads to confusion. We wonder today why is the 
world so screwed up. We have so many people doing what is right in their own 
eyes. We're not asking the question, "What does God want me to do?" 
Relativism. Relativism can change. This is why it brings confusion. I can say to 
myself today, "I love my wife. I want to be faithful to my wife. I'm committed 
to my wife," but tomorrow I can change my mind, and how dare you confront 
me on that. This is what's right for me. I can be faithful one day, I can be 
unfaithful another day, but it's all what's right in my own eyes. It brings 
confusion. 
 
The gospel of Jesus Christ is not just grace and it is not just truth, it is both, it is 
both. It's not moralism, what can I do. It is not relativism, what I do doesn't 
matter. It's the gospel, and the gospel is this. Look at John 1:14, “the word 
became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory. The 
glory of the one and only son who came from the father full of grace and 
truth.” Jesus is grace, Jesus is truth. Jesus is truth, Jesus is grace. He's not just 
one, he is both. That is the message of Jesus. That's the message of Easter. 
There is justice, there is love. There is truth, there is grace. 
 
Here's what begins to happen guys. Our heart begins to change. The moment 
that the message of Easter connects with our heart and we believe in Jesus 
there's a transformation that begins to go on in our life. All of a sudden we get 
a new attitude. We get a new perspective. We get a new motivation. We get a 
new life, the Bible says. The Bible says we get a new heart and a new mind. 
Romans chapter 12 says, "We have to be transformed by the renewing of our 
mind. We have to think differently in Christ." 
 
I used to be a pessimist. I used to be negative. I used to be skeptical. I used to 
be critical. Oh my good ... Jesus came into my life and I have a new mind, I have 
a new mind. I have a new heart. I have a new heart. I have new ambitions. It 
doesn't mean I'm perfect, doesn't mean that everything that I do is 100% right, 
doesn't mean I don't struggle with the things I used to struggle with, because 
of course I do. I'm a new person in Christ. 
 
The Bible says, "The old person has passed away and all things have become 
new." That's what happens when we believe in Jesus. What begins to happen, 
a new way of thinking, a new heart. The Christian lives the life of gratitude to 
God. When you think about the cross of Jesus and the resurrection and you 
think about the amazing cost that was incurred at the cross, and you're like, 
"God did that for me? God loved me that much?" All that I do is a gratitude to 
him. That just seems easy, that just seems normal. That ought to be the most 
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natural response in all the world just to say, "God, I'm grateful. God you 
redeemed me. God you saved me. God you transformed me. God you gave me 
hope, you gave me love, you gave me opportunity. God, what can I do for 
you?" It's love, it's love. 
 
Moralism doesn't change people's hearts. Relativism doesn't change lives, but 
I'll tell you the gospel does. The gospel of Jesus Christ is changing lives and this 
message that the apostles preached 2,000 years ago and what Jesus illustrated 
is still changing hearts and lives and marriages today. Maybe what your 
marriage needs is not more therapy. Maybe you need a new heart. A new 
heart comes from him. It comes from Jesus today. 
 
I want to give you an opportunity in just a moment to reach out to him, to 
believe just like Romans 3:25 says, "To believe in him today." That is the 
message of Easter. I hope you'll make that decision today if you have not 
already. 
 
Many years ago there was a man named George Wilson who killed a guard 
during an armed robbery. He was convicted and he was sentenced to the 
death penalty, but because a lot of people in that state in Pennsylvania did not 
believe in the death penalty there was an appeal to the president. The 
president gave a presidential pardon that said that this man who had killed 
another man did not have to die. 
 
There was a mass confusion that went on because as they presented this to 
the one who was convicted, George Wilson, he said, "Even though I have a 
presidential pardon, I don't want to be pardoned. I want to die. I should die. 
What I've done is wrong." A bunch of smart people, a bunch of lawyers got 
together and nobody knew what to do. They appealed to what eventually lead 
to the Supreme Court. When the Supreme Court heard this case this is the 
verdict that the chief justice gave. He said this, he said, "A pardon is no good 
unless it is received." A pardon is no good unless it's received. 
 
That is the message of Jesus. The pardon is there, but the pardon is no good if 
it's not received. That's why Romans 10:9 says, "If we'll confess with our mouth 
and believe in our heart that God has raised Jesus from the dead that we will 
be saved today." Will you receive God's pardon in your life? This is the dynamic 
duo of Easter. It is love, it is justice and we need both in our lives. 
 

 
 


