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But	now,	this	is	what	the	Lord	says—he	who	created	you,	Jacob,	he	who	formed	you,	Israel:	“Do	not	fear,	for	I	
have	redeemed	you;	I	have	summoned	you	by	name;	you	are	mine.	When	you	pass	through	the	waters	I	will	
be	with	you;	and	when	you	pass	through	the	rivers,	they	will	not	sweep	over	you.	When	you	walk	through	the	
fire,	you	will	not	be	burned;	the	flames	will	not	set	you	ablaze.	 	 	 	 Isaiah	43:1-2	(NIV)	
	
1.	GOD	CARES	FOR	YOU		
	
But	now,	this	is	what	the	Lord	says—he	who	created	you,	Jacob,	he	who	formed	you,	Israel:	“Do	not	fear,	for	I	
have	redeemed	you;	I	have	summoned	you	by	name;	you	are	mine.	 	 	 Isaiah	43:1	(NIV)	
	
2.	GOD	IS	WITH	YOU	
	
When	you	pass	through	the	waters	I	will	be	with	you;	and	when	you	pass	through	the	rivers,	they	will	not	
sweep	over	you.	When	you	walk	through	the	fire,	you	will	not	be	burned;	the	flames	will	not	set	you	ablaze.	

Isaiah	43:2	(NIV)	
	

Keep	your	lives	free	from	the	love	of	money	and	be	content	with	what	you	have,	because	God	has	said,	“Never	
will	I	leave	you;	never	will	I	forsake	you.”	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Hebrews	13:5	(NIV)	 	
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Amen,	come	on;	let's	give	it	up	for	the	Lord	just	one	more	time.	Fantastic.	You	guys	grab	a	seat,	
so	glad	that	you're	here	today.	Several	years	ago	my	wife	Gena	was	at	a	pool	party	with	some	
of	her	college	girlfriends	and	their	kids	and	Gena's	sister	was	there	and	they	were	watching	the	
kids	and	the	kids	are	like	birth	through	like	thirteen,	fourteen	years	old.	My	little	boy	at	the	
time	was	about	three	or	four	years	old.	He	was	standing	on	one	of	the	steps	and	Gena	turned	
around	and	he	had	just	stepped	off	one	of	the	steps.	He	absolutely	did	not	know	how	to	swim.	
Kids	always	think	they	can	swim	and	they	can't	and	so	he	stepped	off	the	step.	
	
Then	out	of	the	corner	of	her	eye	she	saw	my	nephew	who	was	just	a	little	bit	bigger.	He	was	
coming	out	for	a	breath	and	then	he	was	bouncing	off	of	the	bottom	of	the	pool	and	then	
getting	another	breath	and	then	bouncing	off	the	bottom	of	the	pool	and	then	getting	another	
breath.	Unfortunately	he	was	descending	into	the	deep	end	with	each	breath.	The	first	time	he	
came	up	he	got	a	real	good	solid	breath	and	then	he	got	just	like	kind	of	a	breath	and	then	he	
got	water	in	a	breath	and	then	he's	going	under.	In	an	instance	my	wife	she	performs	two	
rescues.	She	grabs	my	preschooler,	sits	him	on	the	side	of	the	pool	and	dives	in	and	rescues	my	
nephew.	
	
You	could	say	the	kids	were	in	over	their	heads.	They	were	in	over	their	heads.	You	know	what,	
sometimes	life	is	like	that.	Sometimes	we	face	scenarios,	situations	in	our	life	where	we	say,	
"Man,	I	am	in	over	my	head."	I've	never	been	here	before.	I	don't	know	what	to	do.	I	don't	
know	what	decision	to	make.	I'm	struggling	with	the	courage	to	do	this	or	to	do	that.	Have	you	
ever	been	in	over	your	head?	God's	word	has	a	great	word	for	us	to	say,	a	great	word	of	
encouragement	for	us	related	to	being	in	over	our	heads.	I	want	us	to	open	to	Isaiah	chapter	
forty-three	this	morning.	Isaiah	forty-three.	You	can	follow	along	with	your	notes	as	well.	
	
In	the	scripture	it	talks	about	being	in	over	our	heads.	Today	I	want	to	preach	to	somebody	
today	who's	struggling.	I	want	to	preach	to	the	people	that	are	hurting.	I	want	to	preach	to	the	
people	that	are	having	great	adversity	in	their	lives.	Listen,	I	don't	have	to	teach	you	how	to	
celebrate	when	you've	got	the	new	wife	and	you've	got	the	car	and	you've	got	the	money	and	
you've	got	the	job.	I	don't	have	to	teach	you	that	but	listen,	how	do	you	serve	God?	How	do	
you	love	God?	How	do	you	worship	God	when	things	didn't	go	like	you	had	planned	for	them	
to?	How	do	you	love	and	serve	God	when	the	bottom	falls	out?	How	do	you	love	and	serve	God	
when	you're	in	a	place	that	you	never	thought	you	would	be?	
	
How	do	you	serve	God	in	those	moments?	What	do	you	do	when	you're	in	over	your	head?	The	
prophet	said	this	beginning	in	verse	one	of	chapter	forty-three,	"But	now	this	is	what	the	Lord	
says	he	who	created	you	Jacob,	he	who	formed	you	Israel.	Do	not	fear	for	I	have	redeemed	you,	
I	have	summoned	you	by	name,	you	are	mine	and	when	you	pass	through	the	waters	I	will	be	
with	you	and	when	you	pass	through	the	rivers	they	will	not	sweep	over	you	and	when	you	
walk	through	the	fire	you	will	not	be	burned.	The	flames	will	not	set	you	ablaze."	The	prophet	
Isaiah	is	writing	2,700	years	before	today.	It's	amazing	today	how	the	word	of	God	just	spoke	
historically	back	in	the	day	but	still	speaking	today.	
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Twenty	seven	hundred	years	ago	the	prophet	is	writing	these	words	of	encouragement	to	the	
Hebrew	people.	The	Israelites	were	people	that	were	in	exile.	They	were	captured.	They	were	
carried	off	to	Babylon.	They	were	living	a	life	of	despair.	Sometimes	when	you	look	around	and	
you've	been	through	so	much	hardship	and	all	you	see	is	pain	and	suffering	and	struggle,	it's	
hard	to	even	believe	that	life	could	be	different.	Maybe	you've	been	to	that	point	before.	That's	
why	the	prophet	is	writing	here.	He's	giving	words	of	encouragement	to	people	who	have	lost	
hope.	They've	been	exiled	for	so	long.	They	haven't	seen	the	power	of	God	in	their	lives.	They	
haven't	seen	God's	strength.	They've	forgotten	about	who	God	is	because	they're	in	a	nation	
that	worships	other	deities.	
	
The	prophet	is	saying,	"Listen,	be	encouraged,	be	reminded	about	who	I	am	in	your	life."	Be	
reminded	by	that.	When	life	is	hard	it's	easy	to	lose	hope	but	he	uses	these	two	analogies,	fire	
and	water.	Something	we	can	all	relate	to.	When	you're	going	through	hard	times	you're	facing	
the	flame.	When	you're	going	through	difficulties	it's	like	trying	to	pass	through	a	river	that	is	
raging	and	the	water	is	deep	and	you	don't	know	how	to	respond	and	you	don't	know	what	to	
do	and	he	uses	these	two	powerful	pictures	to	give	us	an	image	in	our	mind	of	the	struggle	of	
life.	The	struggle	of	life.	When	we	go	through	those	hard	times,	what	do	we	do?	How	do	we	
respond?	
	
The	Hebrew	people	knew	about	the	water.	They	had	seen	the	Red	Sea	parted	by	Moses	in	the	
book	of	Exodus.	They	knew	all	about	it.	Moses	parted	the	Red	Sea	and	actually	two	beautiful	
miracles	happened.	The	water	parted	and	then	even	more	spectacularly	they	walked	across	the	
Red	sea	on	dry	land.	That's	pretty	amazing.	Isn't	it?	Pretty	incredible.	They	had	seen	the	water	
parted.	In	the	book	of	Joshua	chapter	three	the	Israelites	are	going	into	the	land	of	promise	and	
before	they	go	in,	the	Jordan	River	is	at	flood	stage	and	Joshua	parts	the	waters	just	as	his	
mentor	Moses	did	in	the	book	of	Exodus.	
	
The	people	had	seen	or	they	had	heard	about	how	their	forefathers	had	seen	the	waters	part.	
Or	they	knew	about	the	fiery	furnace.	Daniel	friends,	Shadrach,	Meshach	and	Abednego	were	
there	in	the	fiery	furnace	because	they	would	not	bow	down	to	the	image	of	the	king	and	as	a	
result	they	were	punished.	They	were	thrown	into	the	fiery	furnace.	The	Israelites	knew	about	
the	fire	and	they	knew	about	the	water	and	as	they	heard	the	prophet	say,	"I'm	going	to	be	
with	you.	I'm	going	to	be	with	you."	When	you're	in	over	your	head	and	you	don't	know	what	to	
do	I'm	going	to	be	with	you.	I'm	going	to	be	with	you.	He	says	first	of	all	God	cares	for	you.	
	
1.	GOD	CARES	FOR	YOU	
	
Verse	one	is	all	about	our	identity	in	the	Lord.	You	have	a	new	identity.	Look	at	this	right	here	at	
verse	one,	but	now	this	is	what	the	Lord	says	he	who	created	you	Jacob,	he	who	formed	you	
Israel,	do	not	fear	for	I	have	redeemed	you	and	I	have	summoned	you	by	name	and	you	are	
mine.	The	first	word	he	uses	there	is	the	word	Lord.	There	are	several	words	in	the	Bible	for	
Lord.	This	particular	word	is	the	word	that	describes	the	covenant	nature	of	God.	God	is	a	
covenant	God.	You	know	what	that	means?	That	means	God	is	a	relationship	God.	God	is	not	a	
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contract	God,	God	is	a	covenant	God.	A	contract	God	says	this,	"When	you	mess	up	the	contract	
is	severed.	When	you	don't	do	right	smack,	smack,	smack."	
	
If	you've	ever	bought	a	house	or	a	business	or	some	other	type	of	transaction,	there	are	certain	
things	that	you	have	to	do	in	a	contract	to	move	to	the	close	and	if	you	don't	do	what	is	in	the	
contract	then	the	deal	can	be	severed.	God	is	a	covenant	God.	Meaning	God	loves	us.	God	has	a	
relationship	with	us.	The	Bible	says	in	the	earlier	part	of	Isaiah,	even	though	we	have	gone	
astray,	each	one	of	us	has	gone	our	own	way	but	God	has	redeemed	us.	God	has	that	covenant	
connection	with	us.	God	is	a	covenant	God.	God	is	a	covenant	God.	The	Lord	the	Bible	says.	
Then	he	says	he	formed	you.	He	created	you	or	he	formed	you.	God	is	a	creator.	God	is	the	
master	creator.	
	
Ephesians	chapter	two	says	this,	that	you	are	God's	masterpiece.	When	God	created	you	he	
knew	all	of	the	intricacies	of	your	person-hood.	He	knew	the	color	of	your	skin.	He	knew	the	
personality.	He	knew	the	size	of	your	body.	He	knew	the	IQ	of	your	mind.	He	knew	every	single	
thing	about	you	and	no	person	is	created	by	accident.	God	formed	us.	Psalms	139	says	that	
when	we	were	in	our	mothers	womb	God	formed	us.	He	wonderfully	knit	us	together.	There	
are	no	surprises	with	God.	It's	easy	to	look	in	the	mirror	and	say,	"Man	I	wish	that	I	was	
somebody	else.	I	wish	that	I	was	her.	I	wish	that	I	was	him.	I	wish	that	I	was	like	them."	
	
God	created	you.	God	formed	you.	You	are	uniquely	created	by	God.	Even	if	you	have	
disabilities	and	struggles	and	we	all	do,	God	created	us	knowing	all	of	those	things	and	he	
formed	us	and	he	made	us	and	that's	who	we	are.	Isaiah	is	reminding	the	people	and	he's	
reminding	us	today,	you	were	formed	by	God.	You	were	wonderfully	knit	together.	Jeremiah	
eighteen	describes	us	like	clay	on	the	wheel	of	a	potter	who	wonderfully	and	artistically	molds	
that	clay	into	a	fine	piece	of	pottery.	It's	what	God	does.	It's	what	God	does.	
	
I	remember	as	a	kid	I	always	wanted	to	be	bigger.	I	was	always	like	the	little	kid.	I	grew	kind	of	
late.	I	was	a	late	bloomer	you	could	say.	I	remember	in	the	fifth	grade	I	was	going	out	for	
football	and	we	had	to	weigh	in	and	I	knew	it	was	going	to	be	between	me	and	my	friend	Eric	
Messi	as	to	who	the	lightest	kid	on	the	team	was.	I	was	like,	"God,	let	me	gain	some	weight."	
We	went	to	weigh	in	that	day,	I	weighed	sixty	three	pounds	and	I	was	a	total	light	weight.	My	
friend	Eric	Messi	his	dad	actually	took	him	to	McDonald's	and	fed	him	a	huge	pancake	breakfast	
and	he	weighed	in	at	a	whopping	sixty	five	pounds.	
	
To	my	disappointment	I	was	the	littlest	guy	on	the	team.	I	was	so	frustrated.	I	was	so	
disappointed.	I	used	to	pray,	God	I	just	want	to	gain	weight.	I	just	want	to	be	bigger.	It	wasn't	
working	for	me.	I	stopped	praying	that	prayer	when	I	got	a	little	older	but	you	know	at	the	time.	
I	remember	as	a	little	kid	like	fifth,	sixth,	seventh,	eighth	grade	especially	like	just	trying	to	
make	the	team.	Because	I	was	littler	than	everybody	else	every	practice	counted.	There	were	
certain	kids	on	the	team,	they	were	going	to	be	on	the	team	whether	they	played	well	or	not	
because	they	were	just	big	kids	but	for	me	I	was	on	the	borderline.	
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Now	looking	back	I	see	how	God	has	taken	my	story	and	the	way	that	God	made	me	and	the	
way	God	crafted	me,	he	was	teaching	me	to	be	a	fighter.	He	was	teaching	me	to	be	
competitive.	He	was	teaching	me	to	dream	big	dreams	and	to	pursue	those	things	and	I	believe	
that	what	God	started	doing	in	my	heart	as	a	young	boy	is	something	that	is	carried	through	
into	my	adult	life	and	it	has	lead	me	to	be	a	pastor,	to	have	started	two	churches	in	our	home	
with	very	few	people	and	very	little	money.	I'm	scrappy.	I'm	a	fighter.	I	grew	a	little	bit	but	I'm	
still	the	same	person.	I'm	still	fighting.	I'm	still	scrapping.	I'm	still	getting	things	together.	I'm	
still	dreaming	dreams.	
	
Now	I	see	how	the	handiwork	of	God	has	taken	my	life	and	my	story	and	God	had	a	purpose	
that	was	greater	than	how	much	I	weighed	in	the	fifth	grade	about	how	big	that	I	was.	I	know	
God	will	do	that	in	your	life	too.	That's	your	story.	God	formed	you.	He	made	you.	He	created	
you.	He	called	you.	He	redeemed	you.	To	redeem	means	to	personally	pay	the	price	for	us.	
That's	the	gospel	message.	Jesus	died	so	we	could	be	redeemed	and	God	not	only	formed	us	
but	he	redeemed	us.	That's	why	Jesus	died	on	the	cross,	rose	from	the	grave	on	the	third	day.	
He	did	so	because	he	loved	you.	He	loved	you	and	he	called	us.	That	is	to	says	that	he	called	us	
by	name.	In	other	words	he	showed	personal	interest	in	us.	
	
God	is	not	just	a	generic	God.	God	doesn't	know	us	just	by	generic	affiliations.	God	knows	you.	
God	knows	you.	God	knows	your	name.	God	knows	your	name.	When	I	meet	people	and	I	can't	
remember	their	name	sometimes	I	call	them	bro.	Like,	"Hey	bro."	What's	up	my	man.	Hey	guy.	
How	about	that?	I	hate	that	and	I	don't	say	that.	Some	people	do.	Hey	guy.	Sometimes	we	use	
these	imposter	words.	Bro,	man,	pal,	dude,	buddy,	whatever.	You're	basically	saying,	"I	don't	
know	your	name."	I	don't	know	you.	I	used	to	know	everybody's	name	at	Edge	Church	because	
our	church	was	small	then	our	church	grew.	I	don't	know	everybody's	name	anymore.	I	wish	
that	I	did.	I	learn	as	many	names	as	I	can.	
	
What's	most	important?	God	knows	your	name.	God	knows	our	name.	God	knows	exactly	who	
we	are.	He	knows	us	by	name.	When	God	looks	down	out	of	heaven	he	doesn't	say	like,	"Oh	
yeah,	that	dude."	No,	he's	like,	"No,	that's	Larry.	No,	I	know	him.	I	know	him	by	name."	God	
knows	your	name.	Formed	us,	redeemed	us,	called	us.	The	way	that	we	know	we're	called	is	
that	moment	that	we	commit	our	life	to	Jesus	Christ.	We're	called	by	God.	We're	summoned	by	
God.	We	come	to	God	because	God	has	called	us.	Called	us	by	name.	Called	us	by	name.	God	is	
a	personal	God.	God	is	not	a	generic	God.	
	
I	was	at	McDonald's	the	other	day.	I	try	to	not	spend	too	much	time	at	McDonald's.	I	hope	that	
doesn't	hurt	anybody's	feelings	but	my	kids	love	the	playground	over	there	and	so	we	frequent	
McDonald's.	I	was	watching	them	assemble	a	big	mac,	very	interesting.	It's	the	same	every	
single	time.	Have	you	guys	seen	it	before?	It's	like	they	take	two	pieces	of	meat,	they	put	the	
special	sauce	on	it.	I	think	they're	special	sauce.	I	try	to	not	eat	the	food	there	but	they	put	the	
sauce	on	it	and	then	there's	like	lettuce	and	tomatoes	and	if	you	put	cheese	and	it's	the	same	
order	every	single	time.	It's	like	a	massive	assembly	line.	It's	a	big	mac.	It's	a	big	mac.	
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A	few	days	ago	I	was	eating	a	burger	over	at	Bad	Daddy's	over	here	at	Southlands.	Anybody	
been	to	Bad	Daddy's?	That's	a	good	place.	Ain't	it?	You	guys	like	that?	Oh,	I	got	a	new	favorite	
place	over	there,	Bad	Daddy's.	You	need	to	check	that	out.	I	brought	this	little	slip.	It	says,	
"Create	your	own	burger."	See,	it	didn't	like	McDee's.	At	McDee's	they	punish	you	if	you	order	
something	different.	Like,	if	you	get	the	big	mac	without	ketchup	or	without	whatever	it	is,	
without	special	sauce	or	tomatoes	or	whatever,	they	make	you	wait	in	the	parking	lot.	We're	
going	to	show	them.	At	Bad	Daddy's	you	get	to	create	your	own	burger.	There's	like	seventy	
five	different	combinations	here.	This	is	awesome.	
	
If	you	want	peanut	butter	on	your	burger,	knock	yourself	out.	Just	check	the	box.	If	you	want	
Dijon	mustard	or	fried	egg,	can	somebody	say	amen	today?	Just	check	the	box.	Cream	cheese	
Feta?	I	don't	know	that's	even	human	but	some	people	eat	that.	Pastrami,	I	don't	know.	You	
just	check	what	...	There's	like,	I	mean	some	of	the	math	people	here	are	smarter	than	me.	You	
can	figure	out	how	many	combinations	of	burgers	that	one	could	potentially	have.	It's	
astronomical.	Here's	the	best	part	about	the	burgers.	At	the	bottom,	at	the	bottom	it	says,	
"Name	your	burger.	Name	your	burger."	Is	that	cool?	
	
The	other	day	I	was	ordering.	I	love	guacamole.	I'm	like	a	fanatic	with	that	and	I	love	gluten	free	
buns.	I	ordered	guacamole	on	a	gluten	free	bun,	a	turkey	burger,	turkey	burger	and	I	got	a	little	
bacon	there	on	the	side.	I	went	through,	I	had	a	couple	of	names.	I	was	going	to	go	with	the	
gooey	gobbler	but	I	decided	to	go	with	the	dirty	bird	because	it	was	turkey	burger	and	I	named	
my	own	burger.	It	was	awesome.	When	they	brought	the	food	out	they	called	the	name.	They	
were	like,	"Who	ordered	the	dirty	bird?"	I	was	so	proud.	You	guys	I	was	like,	"That	was	my	
burger.	Bring	it	on	over	here."	Love	that.	
	
Let	me	tell	you	something	man.	When	it	comes	to	God	you're	not	a	quarter	pounder	with	
cheese,	you're	the	dirty	bird.	God	has	called	you.	God	has	crafted	you.	Reach	over	and	say	to	
somebody	next	to	you,	I'm	the	dirty	bird.	I'm	the	dirty	bird.	Yeah,	because	there	isn't	anybody	
at	Bad	Daddy's	eating	a	dirty	bird	but	me.	That's	my	burger.	It's	my	burger.	Called	by	name.	God	
has	called	you.	He	has	called	you	by	my	name,	he	says.	Then	he	says,	and	you	are	mine	just	to	
top	that	off.	Isn't	that	beautiful?	And	you	are	mine.	You're	not	a	big	mac	rolling	into	the	
assembly	line.	You	are	a	dirty	bird.	That	brings	confidence	in	our	lives.	Doesn't	it?	
	
If	you're	called,	redeemed,	atoned	for,	it	gives	us	confidence.	It	gives	us	confidence	so	we	know	
where	we	stand	with	God.	God	is	for	us	man.	God	is	for	us.	God	cares	for	us	and	God	is	also	
with	us.	He	goes	on	to	verse	two	and	it	says,	"When	you	pass	through	the	waters	I	will	be	with	
you	and	when	you	pass	through	the	rivers	they	will	not	sweep	over	you.	When	you	walk	
through	the	fire	you	will	not	be	burnt.	The	flames	will	set	you	ablaze."	Nothing	can	destroy	the	
presence	of	God	in	our	lives.	Romans	chapter	eight	says,	"Nothing	can	separate	us	from	the	
love	of	God."	Nothing	that	you	have	done	can	separate	you	from	the	love	of	God.	
	
No	circumstance,	no	adversity,	no	flame,	no	flood,	no	endeavor	can	separate	you	from	God's	
love.	God	is	with	you.	God	is	with	you.	
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2.	GOD	IS	WITH	YOU	
	
He's	with	you.	I	have	found	in	my	own	experience	that	in	those	moments	where	the	waters	
seem	to	be	the	deepest	and	the	despair	seems	to	be	the	greatest,	it	is	in	those	moments	that	I	
have	found	the	profound	comfort	of	God.	The	gentleness	of	God.	I	don't	wish	adversity	on	
anybody	in	the	house	today	but	you	know	what,	when	you	tread	through	those	deep	waters	
you	will	begin	to	find	and	to	discover	God	in	a	way	that	you	never	knew	him	before.	His	gentle	
touch.	His	tender	love.	His	compassion	for	us.	The	profound	comfort	of	God.	
	
In	the	twenty	third	Psalm,	the	Psalmist	said	it	this	way,	"Even	though	I	walk	through	the	valley	
of	the	shadow	of	death	I	will	fear	no	evil."	Scholars	tell	us	that	the	valley	of	the	shadow	of	death	
is	actually	a	physical	place	there	in	Israel.	It's	a	very	narrow	passageway.	Huge	cliffs	of	rock	on	
each	side.	Very	little	sunlight.	Darkness	all	over	the	place.	Weird	serpents,	thieves.	All	kinds	of	
crazy	people.	It's	definitely	a	place	that	you	would	want	to	have	a	shepherd	if	you	were	the	
sheep.	The	Bible	says,	"Even	though	I	walk	through	the	valley	of	the	shadow	of	death,	your	rod	
and	your	staff	will	comfort	me."	God	is	with	us.	God	is	with	us.	God	is	with	us.	
	
It	would	be	awesome	if	God	was	just	for	us	but	here's	something	even	more	profound.	God	is	
for	us	but	God	is	also	with	us.	He's	with	us.	God	is	with	you	when	the	water	is	rising.	God	is	with	
you	when	the	flames	are	getting	hotter.	God	is	with	you.	God	is	with	you.	Because	God	is	with	
us	we	can	relax.	Listen,	you	can	have	the	comfort	of	God	in	your	life	even	though	circumstances	
are	crazy.	Sometimes	you	feel	like,	"Man	I	can't	relax.	I	can't	enjoy	life	because	things	are	so	
hard."	Listen,	with	the	presence	of	Jesus	in	your	life	God	will	allow	you	to	relax,	to	take	a	deep	
breath	and	to	be	comforted	by	God	even	though	all	hell	is	breaking	loose	in	your	life.	It's	true.	
It's	true.	God	is	with	us.	God	is	with	us.	
	
I	love	this	passage	because	it	doesn't	say	if	you	go	through	the	waters	but	notice	it	says,	when.	
When	you	go	through	the	waters.	In	other	words	it's	common.	If	today	you're	like,	"Man,	things	
couldn't	be	better	for	me."	Take	some	notes	buddy,	it's	coming.	It's	coming.	It's	coming.	That's	
part	of	living	on	a	fallen	planet.	That's	part	of	God's	work	in	your	life.	God	uses	hardship	to	
bring	character	and	spiritual	maturity	and	discipline	into	our	lives.	It's	true.	He	does.	He	does.	
Without	it	we	would	have	none	of	those	things.	It's	not	if,	it's	when,	it's	when.	If	it	ain't	today	
it's	tomorrow.	It's	tomorrow	or	some	other	time.	We	shouldn't	be	paranoid,	we	just	need	to	be	
prepared	of	what	we	need	be.	
	
We	know	that	even	John	the	apostle	said	this,	"You	will	have	tribulation	in	your	life."	That's	
what	he	said	in	John,	the	Gospel	of	John.	Job	went	through	adversity	that	no	person	has	ever	
experienced	except	him.	Peter,	Peter.	Jesus	said	to	Simon	Peter,	"I'm	going	to	give	you	the	keys	
to	the	kingdom"	and	Peter	was	crucified	upside	down	on	the	cross.	Adversity	is	coming	church.	
It	is.	It	is	but	let's	don't	be	afraid.	Let's	just	be	prepared	for	what	God	is	going	to	do	in	our	lives	
because	it	is	in	those	desperate	moments	that	we	learn	to	swim	with	God.	That's	what	we	do.	
When	the	water	is	rising,	we	don't	drown,	we	start	swimming.	Dog	paddle.	Amen?	Start	
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moving.	Yeah,	that's	what	we	do.	
	
Hebrews	thirteen	says	this,	"Keep	your	lives	free	from	the	love	of	money	and	be	content	with	
whatever	you	have	because	God	has	said	this,	never	will	I	leave	you,	never	will	live	forsake	
you."	You're	in	the	furnace,	you're	in	the	flames,	you're	in	the	river.	God	is	with	you.	God	is	with	
you.	Ephesians	sixteen	says,	"Be	strong	in	the	power	of	his	might."	Your	strength	today	is	not	
your	strength,	it	is	God's	strength	in	you.	That's	how	you're	strong.	That's	why	the	Bible	says	
when	you're	weak	you're	actually	strong	because	in	your	weakness	it	is	Christ	strength	in	you	
that	gives	you	the	capacity	to	keep	moving.	That's	what	Paul	said	in	Philippians	3:14,	"I	can	do	
all	things	through	Christ	who	gives	me	strength."	What	it	is.	
	
Our	strength	is	from	a	divine	source,	is	from	God.	It's	from	God.	It's	not	from	ourselves.	I	love	to	
say	it	this	way.	Bonfires	flames	are	bridges	to	breakthroughs	in	your	life.	Bonfires	are	bridges	to	
breakthroughs	in	your	life	because	listen,	when	you're	in	the	middle	of	adversity	and	hardship	
that	is	a	bridge	to	take	you	into	an	understanding	that	you	have	never	experienced	before.	
What	are	you	talking	about?	I'm	talking	about	you're	going	to	learn	about	God.	When	the	
flames	get	hot	and	you	turn	to	the	Lord	you're	going	to	learn	something	about	God	you've	
never	known	before.	It	might	be	his	mercy	and	compassion.	It	might	be	his	grace.	It	might	be	
his	strength.	It	might	be	his	goodness.	It	may	be	a	dozen	or	several	dozen	other	things	but	you	
will	learn	about	God.	You'll	have	a	breakthrough	and	then	you'll	go,	"Aha,	okay."	
	
Have	you	ever	read	a	verse	in	the	Bible	and	you're	like,	I	have	no	idea	what	that	means	and	
then	you	started	going	through	something	and	then	you're	like,	"Oh	that's	what	he	meant?"	
Yeah.	Bonfires	are	bridges	to	breakthroughs	in	your	life.	We	have	those	breakthroughs.	That's	
who	God	is.	That's	why	God	said	to	do	this	and	did	not	do	that.	Thank	you	God.	Okay	I	get	it.	
Sometimes	those	breakthroughs	are	not	just	with	God	sometimes	they're	with	ourselves.	
Sometimes	we	have	to	understand	ourselves.	Man	I'm	a	little	selfish.	I'm	a	little	this.	I'm	a	little	
that.	
	
Sometimes	one	of	the	things	we	think	about	ourselves	is	we	think	that	we	don't	have	the	
strength	to	keep	going	and	what	we	find	out	is	that	we're	a	lot	stronger	than	we	thought	we	
were.	You	don't	know	that	until	you	get	into	the	fire	but	when	you're	in	the	fire	you	realize,	I'm	
stronger	than	I	thought	that	I	was.	If	I	would	have	known	how	hard	all	that	was	I	would	have	
quit	a	long	time	ago	but	I'm	stronger	than	I	thought	I	was.	Reach	over	and	say	to	somebody,	
Man,	I'm	stronger	than	I	thought	I	was.	I'm	stronger	than	I	thought	I	was.	Yeah,	I'm	stronger.	
Those	bonfires	are	bringing	the	breakthroughs	in	our	lives.	
	
I	think	that	also	they	bridge	us	into	a	breakthrough	about	our	purpose	because	every	life,	every	
person	has	a	purpose.	Do	you	know	God	will	use	the	fire	in	your	life	to	bring	about	purpose?	Do	
you	know	that?	Earlier	I	was	talking	about	how	I	always	wanted	to	weigh	more	and	be	bigger	
and	whatever.	God	was	shaping	me	and	preparing	me	to	be	the	leader	and	to	be	the	pastor	
that	God	wanted	me	to	become.	That	was	part	of	the	process.	I	hated	the	process	in	the	
moment	but	the	product	of	that	has	been	fantastic.	The	reason	that	I'm	an	encouraging	
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preacher	and	pastor	is	because	I've	been	through	some	stuff.	I've	been	through	some	hardship	
and	out	of	that	I'm	able	to	bring	ministry	to	the	congregation.	
	
I	love	to	say	this.	Your	misery,	your	misery	will	become	your	ministry.	You	see	in	that	area	
where	you	have	struggled	the	most,	if	you	will	allow	God	to	shape	you	and	you	don't	become	
bitter	and	angry	and	hostile,	I'm	not	talking	about	that	but	if	you'll	allow	God	to	shape	you	in	
the	furnace	then	what	will	come	out	of	that	is	you	will	begin	to	have	a	ministry	to	the	people	
who	have	struggled	in	the	area	that	you	have	struggled.	Is	that	the	truth?	Your	misery	will	
become	your	ministry.	It	will.	That's	the	way	it	works.	These	bridges	to	breakthroughs	come	in	
the	bonfires.	They	come	in	the	flame.	They	don't	come	when	everything	is	going	great	in	your	
life.	
	
I	don't	think	that	we	intentionally	go,	"I'm	just	not	going	to	serve	God	because	everything	is	
good."	You	know	what,	subconsciously	we	do	that.	I	see	people	come	all	the	time	in	their	
church	and	they're	like,	"My	marriage	is	falling	apart.	I'm	depressed	I'm	sad.	I	don't	know	what	
to	do"	and	they're	here	every	single	week.	They	start	praying	and	they	start	serving	God	and	
they're	reading	the	word	and	they're	doing	awesome.	Then	all	of	a	sudden	everything	starts	
going	great,	we	can't	find	them.	It's	amazing.	It	really	is	amazing	and	I	don't	think	that	we	
consciously	say,	"I'm	going	to	just	turn	the	switch	off	today	because	life	is	good"	but	I	think	
subconsciously	we	begin	to	rely	on	ourselves	rather	than	relying	on	God.	
	
See,	you	may	hate	the	furnace,	you	may	hate	the	river,	you	may	hate	the	water	but	God	is	
doing	something	awesome	in	your	life	and	you	don't	even	see	it	yet.	You	have	no	idea	what	
God	is	preparing	you	for.	You've	got	no	idea	where	God	is	taking	you.	We	got	to	just	turn	our	
heart	to	him.	God	is	with	us	in	the	fire.	He's	with	us	in	the	fire.	He's	with	us	in	the	fire.	We	may	
wonder	today	why	the	flame	is	so	hot.	Because	God	can	tone	it	down	just	a	little	bit.	I	
remember	as	a	kid	it	was	all	about	the	deep	end	into	the	swimming	pool.	Anybody	loved	the	
deep	end	into	the	swimming	pool?	Today	everything	is	so	stinking	safe.	People	are	like,	"We	
have	a	swimming	pool.	It's	two	and	a	half	feet	deep."	I'm	like,	"Yeah	it	comes	up	to	my	
kneecaps"	but	it's	safe.	
	
I	know	as	a	kid	man	we	love	the	diving	board.	There's	no	diving	boards	anymore.	Have	they	get	
rid	of	the	...	We	had	diving	boards	with	those	big	huge	springs	on	them.	Like	you	could	catch	
some	major	air.	You	know	what	I'm	saying?	I	mean	you	could,	it	was	awesome.	Then	there	was	
the	high	dive.	If	you	had	to	high	dive	you	had	to	have	like	a	twelve	foot	pool.	I	remember	at	our	
church's	youth	camp	every	year	we	would	have	a	belly	flop	contest	up	the	high	dive.	Can	you	
imagine	the	parents	going	crazy	today	the	lawsuits	coming	in?	There	was	one	kid	that	was	on	
my	team.	He	got	up	out	of	the	pool.	He	had	just	done	a	belly	flop.	He	was	like,	"I	can't	feel	my	
face	but	it	was	awesome."	Man,	you	don't	belly	flop	in	the	shallow	end.	Do	you?	
	
Today	kids	wear	helmets	when	they	ride	bikes.	I	would	have	gotten	beaten	up	in	my	
neighborhood	if	I	was	wearing	a	helmet	around	while	riding	my	bike.	Come	on.	They	get	nets	
around	the	trampolines.	We	don't	want	even	to	fall	off.	Man,	back	in	the	day	it	was	like	if	you	
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jumped	in	the	wrong	place	it	sucks	for	you.	Mama,	smack	the	fans,	we'll	get	over	it	kind	of	
thing.	A	lot	of	times	we're	afraid	of	the	deep	end.	We're	afraid	of	the	deep	end.	That's	where	
God	does	his	greatest	work	in	our	life.	Is	not	in	the	shallow	area,	it's	in	the	deep	end.	I	have	one	
of	these	at	my	house.	I	don't	know	if	you've	ever	obtained	one	of	these.	This	is	called	a	kiddie	
pool.	You	got	to	love	the	kiddie	pool.	
	
If	you're	thinking	about	getting	a	pool	for	your	backyard	you	might	consider	the	kiddie	pool.	It's	
a	lot	cheaper.	The	kiddie	pool	is	awesome	because	you	can	like	fill	it	up	like	ankle	deep.	You	can	
just	dump	it	out,	put	fresh	water	in	it.	I'm	thinking	about	like	aligning	my	backyard	with	kiddie	
pools	this	summer.	I'm	kind	of	excited	about	that.	The	kiddie	pool	is	about	the	safest	place	on	
the	planet.	Isn't	it?	I	mean,	it	really	is.		
	
(Illustration:	While	Laying	in	the	kiddie	pool)	Can	you	imagine	though	if	you	came	over	to	the	
house	and	you're	like,	"Hey,	where	is	pastor?"	They	are	like,	"Oh	he's	in	the	backyard"	and	I	
came,	I	was	sitting	like	this	getting	some	sun	you	know.	Hey,	can	you	guys	bring	me	a	
lemonade.	Gena,	the	neighbors	are	coming	over	to	swim	in	a	few	minutes.	You'd	be	like	that's	
kind	of	weird.	
	
At	some	point	in	your	life	you	have	to	get	out	of	the	kiddie	pool.	There's	nothing	wrong	with	
starting	in	the	kiddie	pool	but	you	don't	want	to	stay	there.	You	got	to	learn	to	swim	in	the	
deep	end.	(Illustration:	Gets	out	of	kiddie	pool	and	steps	out)	Listen,	spiritually	speaking,	the	
way	that	we	move	out	of	the	kiddie	pool	and	into	the	deep	end	is	through	adversity.	It's	when	
the	fire	gets	hot.	It's	when	the	water	gets	deeper	and	deeper	and	deeper.	That's	where	we	
learn	to	swim.	Nobody	learns	to	swim	in	the	kiddie	pool.	You	learn	to	swim	in	the	deep	end.	
That's	what	the	prophet	Isaiah	is	saying	to	us	today.	When	you	go	through	the	hard	times	God	
is	with	you.	God	is	with	you.	God	is	with	you.	God	is	with	us.	God	is	with	us.	
	
God's	dream	for	our	lives	is	that	we	would	be	the	kind	of	people	that	can	swim	in	the	deep	end.	
We	should	not	be	afraid	of	the	deep	end	but	swim	in	the	deep	end.	Here's	the	thing	about	the	
flood	and	the	fire.	Water	and	fire	do	what	they	want	to	do.	You	cannot	control	them.	When	a	
fire	starts	and	it	starts	to	expand	and	it's	going	all	over	the	place,	guess	what?	You	can't	stop	it.	
It	chooses	its	own	course.	When	a	flood	happens	the	water	goes	where	it	wants	to	go.	
Sometimes	we	have	to	learn	to	give	out	control	and	to	say,	"God	I	trust	you.	Even	though	the	
water	is	rising	and	even	though	the	fire	is	intensifying,	God	I	am	trusting	you.	I'm	trusting	you.	
I'm	trusting	you."	
	
I	want	you	to	stand	up	with	me	all	over	this	place	today.	Let's	just	stand	together	and	I	want	to	
say	this	to	you	today.	You're	not	crazy	for	going	through	the	fire.	You're	not	crazy.	There	is	
nothing	wrong	with	you	because	you're	in	the	middle	of	adversity.	Do	you	know	that?	That	is	
God	doing	his	work	in	your	life	to	make	you	the	person	that	he	has	called	you	to	become.	
You're	not	crazy.	Come	on,	let's	celebrate	today	his	love	for	us,	his	goodness.	Come	on.	Yeah.	
You're	not	crazy.	You're	coming	through.	You're	coming	through.	You're	coming	through.	You're	
coming	through.	You're	coming	through.	You've	been	called	by	God.	You've	been	redeemed	by	
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God.	You	have	been	formed	by	God	and	in	those	moments	when	you	are	in	over	your	head,	
let's	remember	that	God	cares	for	us	and	that	God	is	with	us.	Let's	bow	together	for	a	word	of	
prayer.	
	
	

	


